Jaroslav Serpan:
MEZI UMENIM A VEDOU

Jaroslav Serpan patfil k autordim ¢innym na umelecké scéné pova-
lecné Francie. Na konci 40. let v ramci surrealistické skupiny Andrého
Bretona rozvijel asociativni fetézeni obrazl. Poc¢atkem 50. let zacal
zkoumat tvarci moznosti novych podob abstraktni malby, a o v dia-
logu s Michelem Tapié. Spole¢né s Edouardem Jaguerem zase zalo-
Zil hnuti Phases. Jeho aktivity se tak neomezovaly jen na umeéleckou
tvarbu, nybrz zahrnovaly take teoreticke Uvahy a literarni ¢innost.

Jeho Zivotnf i tviirei dréha se vztahovaly k Cecham. Umélcovi rodice
totiz emigrovali z Ruska do Ceskoslovenska, nez presidlili do Francie.
Teésné po druhé svétove valce se zUcastnil parizské prehlidky Surre-
alismus v roce 1947, ktera byla ¢astecne prenesena do Prahy pod
nazvem Mezindrodni surrealismus.

Obrazy Jaroslava Serpana se rovnéz objevily na celé radé programo-
vych vystav povalecného evropského umeni. Diky Uzké spolupraci
sMichelem Tapié byly jeho malby vystaveny na prehlidkach jako Jiné
umeéni ¢i Signifiants de I'lnformel.

Ve své tvorbé reagoval na soudoba umélecka hnuti, at’ uz se jed-
nalo o surrealismus, informel ¢i pop-art. Souc¢asné vyuzival také
vedomosti a postupl nalezejicich do druhé oblasti svého puiso-
beni, matematiky a biologie, které vystudoval na Sorboné. V jeho
malbach a plastikdch se tak objevuji tvarcim zptsobem uchopené
teorie exaktnich ved, jako jsou mnoziny ¢i pocet pravdépodobnos-
ti. Tomuto rysu Serpanova dila se intenzivné vénovali predstavitelé
soudobé umelecké kritiky, ktefi spatfovali v disledném zkoumani
a uplatriovani matematickych koncepci zésadni kvalitu jeho tvorby.
V soucasnosti jsou jeho dila zastoupena v nejprestiznegjsich svéto-
vych galeriich, jako jsou kupfikladu Museum of Modern Art a Solo-
mon R. Guggenheim Museum v New Yorku, Israel Musem v Jeruza-
leme; z evropskych shirek pak v Museu Ludwig v Koliné nad Rynem,
vparizském Centre Pompidou ¢i videnském MuMokK.
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Jaroslav Serpan:
BETWEEN ART AND SCIENCE

Jaroslav Serpanwas one of the artistsinthe art scene of postwar France.
At the end of the 1940'’s, he became a member of André Breton’s
surrealist group. In the early 1950’s, he began to explore creative
possibilities of new forms of abstract painting along with Michel Tapig.
Together with art theoretician Edouard Jaguer, he cofounded the
Phases movement. His activities were not confined only to art; he also
engaged in theoretical considerations and literary work.

His life and creative path were directly related to Bohemia. Before
relocating to France, Serpan’s parents emigrated from Russia to
Czechoslovakia. Shortly after World War I, Serpan exhibited in
the Parisian show Surrealism in the year 1947 that was partially
transferred to Prague under the title International Surrealism.

Jaroslav Serpan’s paintings also appeared at a number of program
exhibitions that helped to shape postwar European art. Thanks to
a long and intensive collaboration with Michel Tapié, his paintings
were displayed at exhibitions like Other Art or Signifiants de I'lnformel,

His work undoubtedly responded to contemporary art movements
such as Surrealism, Art Informel or Pop Art. At the same time, he
used his knowledge and procedures pertaining to his second
area of expertise, mathematics and biology, which he acquired
during his studies at the Sorbonne. His paintings and sculptures
include creatively grasped theories of exact sciences such as
sets or calculations of probability. This aspect of Serpan’s artwork
was pursued by contemporary art critics, who regarded rigorous
exploration and implementation of mathematical concepts as
principal quality of Jaroslav Serpan’s work. His artwork is currently
displayed in the most prestigious art galleries in the world, such as
the Museum of Modern Art and Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum
in New York, Israel Museum in Jerusalem; and in Europe, the Ludwig
Museum in Cologne, Centre Pompidou in Paris and Vienna’'s MuMoK.
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Z&stitu nad vystavou Jaroslav Serpan - Mezi uménim avédou prevzal
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narodil se 4. Cervna v obci KarlStejn u Prahy jako Jaroslav
Sossountzov

prestehovali se do francouzske kolonie Dahome

vzapadni Africe

rodina se usadila ve Versailles

zacal malovat a psat basne

stal se Clenem surrealistické skupiny André Bretona

Zil v Parizi, studoval na Sorbonné biologii a matematiku
opustil surrealistickou skupinu; setkal se s Michelem Tapi€;
zaCal zkoumat moznosti abstraktni malby

spolecné s Edouardem Jaguerem a Maxem Claracem-Sérou
zalozili revue Rixes

zahdjil svou prvni samostatnou vystavu v parizske Galerii
Breteau; Michel Tapié prezentoval jeho dila ve Studiu Paul
Facchetti v ramci vystav Signifiants de l'informel a Jiné umeni
po zaniku revue Rixes s Edouardem Jaguerem zalozili casopis
Phases, ktery se stal tribunou stejnojmenného hnutf

ziskal doktorsky titul ze statisticke biologie na parizské
Sorbonné

presidlil do Le Pecq; interiéry svého domu vyzdobil informelni
vymalbou; vystavoval v newyorské Kootz Gallery

zUcCastnil se mezinarodnich skupinovych vystav
prezentujicich hnuti Phases

kromé samostatnych vystav se zapojil i do mezinarodni
prehlidky soudobého umeni Documenta v Kasselu

jeho dila byla zarfazena do putovni vystavy Evropskeé umeéni
dnes, ktera zavitala do fady muzei ve Spojenych statech
aKanadé; Michel Tapié Serpanovy obrazy rovnéz predstavil
na zahajovaci vystave turinskeho Mezinarodniho centra pro
esteticky vyzkum

svoji tvorbou se padilel na samostatnych i skupinovych
vystavach ve Spolkové republice Némecko, Svycarsku
aFrancii

jeho malby byly zastoupeny na vystave Parizska Skola
vlondynske Tate Gallery

realizoval svoje prvni dilo do verejného prostoru; jednalo se
0 nasténny keramicky panel pro fakultu véd vBesangonu;
prestal malovat

po rocni prestavce se vratil k malbé; usporadal bilancujici
vystavu Retrospektiva: 1949-1966 v Galerii Stadler v Parizi
znovu opustil malbu a zacal se vénovat sochafstvi
vystavoval v Muzeu moderniho umeni'v Osace

jeho dila byla zastoupena v ¢etnych skupinovych prehlidkach
aktudlni tvorby ve Francii, Svycarsku i Spolkové republice
Nemecko

zacal se zabyvat kolazemi

vkvetnu zahynul béhem horolezeckého vystupu v Pyrenejich

DGRUGI 1958 | olejna platné/oil on canvas [162x130cm

Gynandrologiell | 1947 |olejnaisorelu/oil on Masonite [91x73 cm

The Israel Museum, Jerusalem

Shirka dadaistického asurrealistického uméni Very a Artura Schwarzovych
v Izraelském muzeu. / From the Vera and Arturo Schwarz Collection of Dada
and Surrealist Artin the Israel Museum

he Israel Museum, Jerusalem
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born 4th of July in KarlStejn near Prague as Jaroslav
Sossountzov

maves from France to West African French colony Dahomey
his family settles in Versailles

begins to paint and write poems

becomes member of a surrealist group

lives in Paris, studies biology and mathematics at the
Sorbonne

leaves the surrealist group, meets Michel Tapig, begins to
explore the possibilities of abstract painting

cofounds Rixes together with Edouard Jaguer and Max
Clarac-Sérou

opens his first solo exhibition in Parisian Breteau Gallery;
Michel Tapié presents his artwork in Paul Facchetti Studio
aspart of exhibitions Signifiants de I'informel and Other Art
after demise of revue Rixes, he and Edouard Jaguer cofound
magazine Phases, which becomes a platform of amovement
of the same name

receives a doctorate in statistical biology at the Sorbonne
relocates to Le Pecq; interior of his house is decorated by his
Informel wall paintings; exhibits in Kootz Gallery in New York
participates in international group exhibitions presenting
the Phases movement

in addition to solo exhibitions, he also participates in
international exhibition of contemporary art Documenta
inKassel

his works are included in travelling exhibition European

Art Today, which is presented in many museums in the
United States and Canada; Michel Tapié presents Serpan’s
paintings at the opening exhibition of Turin’s International
Center for Esthetic Research

his works are presented at solo and group exhibitions in
Germany, Switzerland and France

his works are presented at exhibition Parisian School

in Tate Gallery in London

creates his first artwork in public space - a ceramic wall
panel at the Faculty of Science in Besangon; he ceases
topaint

returns to painting after a year-long break; organizes a
retrospect exhibition Retrospective: 1949-1966 in Gallery
Stadler in Paris

ceases to paint again and begins to focus on sculpture
exhibits at the Museum of Modern Art in Osaka

his works are presented at many group exhibitions of
contemporary art in France, Switzerland and Germany
begins to create collages

passes away in May during a mountain climb in Pyrenees



